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Meetings/Training

Tuesday, January 12
Management Team
8 - 11 a.m., Room 136 

Wednesday, January 13
Cass and Jackson Co. Area Team Mtg
8 to 10 a.m., Room 255

Thursday, January 14
Monthly Maintenance Meeting 
12:30 to 3 p.m. Room 136

Thursday, January 21, Room 236
Job Status
Cass/Jackson, 8:30 – 10 a.m. 
Interstates, 10 – 11:30 a.m.
Clay/Platte, Noon – 1:30 p.m.
Ray/Johnson/Lafayette/Henry, 
1:30 – 3 p.m.

Thursday, January 14
Northland Area Team Meeting
8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., Nashua

Events

Thursday, January 14
Route HH Bridge Replacement Public 
Meeting, Platte City Hall 4-6 p.m.  

Thursday, January 14
District Tool & Equip. Challenge
9 to 11 a.m., Lee’s Summit Maint. Bldg.

Monday, January 18
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
State Offices Closed 

e
Ribbon Cutting Marks Opening of 163rd 
Street Interchange  
by Steve Porter 

Work on Route 71 progresses as the in-
terchange at 163rd Street and Route 

71 opened Dec. 17 with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony marking completion of the final 
two ramps. More than 40 attendees joined 
Beth Wright, State Senator David Pearce, 
State Representative Chris Molendorp, 
Cass County North Commissioner Brian 
Baker, Belton Mayor Jimmy Odom and 
MHTC Commissioner Stephen Miller to cut 
the blue ribbon showing progress along the 
busy corridor. 

While construction continues on 
the project as weather allows, the 
opening recognizes meeting the 

goal of getting the interchange open with 
all ramps functioning before the end of 
2009. 

The reconstructed interchange now be-
comes an attractive alternative for north-
ern Cass County motorists to access 
Route 71. It is expected to draw traffic 
away from the Route 58 interchange, 
particularly important during peak peri-
ods, when backups clog the ramps and 
intersections. 
     Work began on the $13.5 million 
interchange project in September 2008. 
Ideker Construction Co. is the general 
contractor for the project. The project 
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Beth Wright, 
District Engineer

Dear D4 Friends, 

Thanks to all that worked through the Christmas Blizzard of 2009.  I have not often traveled during the 
Christmas season in the past, but did go to Texas this year for my brother’s 50th Birthday.  I can tell you 
from personal experience that your snow removal efforts are the best in the Midwest!  Texas does not have 
snow removal equipment so 3-4 inches in Fort Worth and flurries in Austin made for very interesting condi-
tions. Oklahoma has plows and sand but not much salt so even the interstates were mostly covered on 
Saturday. Kansas did much better but I can tell you that when I crossed into Missouri I was proud of your 
efforts. Thanks for working safe.  At last report we did not have a serious injury from the work performed in 
this storm.

Here’s hoping to a sunny New Year!  Thanks again for your work and dedication; most importantly for do-
ing it safely!  Take care and remember no short cuts!

Beth

is substantially funded by 
Belton through a cost-share 
partnership with MoDOT. 

Completion of the in-
terchange sets the stage 
for further transportation 
improvements in the area 
such as Markey Road, 
a municipal project, and 
completion of the new North 
Cass Parkway interchange 
two miles south on Route 
71 and a reconfigured 
Route 150 to the north. 

The new 163rd Street 
interchange replaces the 
two Route 71 bridges with 
longer and wider bridges, 
widens and lengthens 
ramps at 163rd Street, adds 
signals and sidewalks to en-
sure pedestrian connectivity 
east and west of Route 71. 
Pavement at 163rd Street 
(Route Y) is now widened to 
provide four through-lanes 
plus turn lanes. The new 
interchange is designed to 
accommodate a third lane 
in each direction, once fund-
ing and regional priority is 
approved.

 Ribbon Cutting 
Continued from first page To the left, Beth welcomes 

everyone to the ribbon cut-
ting ceremony to celebrate 
the opening for the en-
hanced interchange.  
Below, Commissioner Miller 
speaks highly of the work 
being done in the area. 

To the left, Senator David Pearce joins in con-
gratulating MoDOT and the city of Belton on the 
work for the interchange. 
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• The project is 62 percent complete.  
$165,756,214 has been paid to date.

• As a way of giving back to a com-
munity we have impacted during con-
struction, Paseo Corridor Constructors 
delivered two truckloads of fill to the 
Columbus Park community garden 
on Tuesday, Dec. 15. More to come in 
spring/summer when gardening begins.

ROADWAY
• Wednesday, Dec. 16: a solar-powered 

LED street light was installed at I-29/35 
and Armour Road to accommodate tem-
porary construction conditions.  The first 
of its kind in D4, the light will be tested 
and monitored for performance.

• Thursday, Dec. 17: Northbound 
Interstate 29/35 traffic at 16th Avenue 
is scheduled to be shifted right onto the 
new pavement and bridge.

• Sound Walls: test sections of color 
accents were installed on the highway 
side (atop the equalizer bars) and on the 
community side at I-29/35 and Armour 
Road.

• North Viaduct: work on the substruc-
ture for the southbound lanes of the 
Interstate 29/35 North Viaduct is under 
way and will continue for the next two 
months. North Viaduct (Southbound 
I-29/35) substructure is complete.

• Pile driving at Front Street continues.

RIVER BRIDGE
• River Bridge: Lift 10 of the upstream 

pylon leg was made Sat., Dec. 12.  Both 
pylon legs extend 263 feet above the 
river with 54 feet remaining to be topped 
out.  The rebar cage and the anchor 
boxes for Lift 11 of the downstream 
pylon leg were set last week.  This leg is 
scheduled to be cast before Dec. 25.

• The center pylon is 263 feet tall. 
• Half of the edge girders have been 

placed on the back span.

Recently, the Public Information and 
Maintenance of Traffic task forces met 
and discussed two high-profile crashes 
that have taken place in recent weeks.   
Here are some of the steps we are/will 
be taking with regard to traveling safely 
through the corridor:

kcICON Update

• 
Radar speed sign added NB I-29/35 be-
fore the Front Street bypass.  A second 
radar sign for SB I-29/35 before the 
Front Street bypass is on its way.  We 
are also exploring some additional sig-
nage that would include flashing beacons.

• We are producing a public service 
announcement with safety message that 
will be released to all media soon.  Look 
for this and additional speed reduction 
outreach efforts in January.

• Law enforcement will be increasing 
enforcement on each end of the project 
corridor.  KCPD & NKCPD told us it is 

challenging for them to pull over motor-
ists inside the corridor due to current 
configurations; however, both officers 
were very agreeable to stepping up 
police presence on the outer perimeters 
of the project.

• We are working closely with Motor 
Carrier Services to alert/remind carriers 
about construction in the corridor.

Additional project information can be 
found at www.kcicon.com, or by search-
ing “kcICON Project” on Facebook and 
You Tube.

The 
community 
garden will 
continue 
to receive 
fill from 
the kcICON 
project.

Soundwall  at I-29/35 and Armour Road
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Construction Bev Chrisco, 6341

Design Flo Noear, 0455

Regional Counsel LeAnn Francis, 6382

Administration Judy Magruder, 6309

General Services Toni Terry, 0056

Human Resources Belinda Fite, 6321

Right of Way Melbra Taylor, 6351

Traffic Melanie Lanigan, 0419

Editor Kerri Lewis, 6328
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Condolences

Our thoughts and prayers go to Danielle 
Henderson, Senior Offic Assistant for the 
Stadium Project Office, and her family on 
the loss of her grandmother, Reverend 
Barbara Henderson of Temple of Truth 
Baptist Church, on Dec. 4. 

News from Across the District

November Promotions
Rebecca Deere, Electrician
Deloris Goetz, Maintenance Supervisor
Perry Hannon, Regional Maintenance Supervisor
Lucas Kaspar, Senior Construction Inspector
Richard McKown, Maintenance Crew Leader
Loren Moore, Senior Maintenance Worker
Melissa Neff, Senior Design Technician
Richard Parks, Senior Construction Technician
Jimmie Rader, Senior Electrician
Ronald Rinella, Intermediate Construction 
Technician
Martin Rinne, Bridge Maintenance Worker
W. Joseph Sims, Regional Maintenance Supervi-
sor
Robert Wray, Maintenance Superintendent 

November Retirement
Randy George, Regional Maintenance Supervisor 

Corporate Ladder
Condolences go to Gary Burge, 
Maintenance Crew Leader for the 
Platte City Maintenance Building, 
and his family on the loss of his 
brother, Bill Burge on Dec. 14. 

Our thoughts and prayers also 
go to Richard Allen, Maintenance 
Crew Worker for the D4 Sign Shop 
and his family on the loss of his 
father, Richard Allen Senior on 
Dec. 10.

Congratulations
Lakesha McClain, Intermediate 
Investigator for Audits and In-
vestigations, is the proud mother 
of a new baby girl, Olivia.  Olivia 
was born on Tuesday, Dec. 2, and 
weighed in at 6 lbs. 10 oz. and 19 
inches long.  

IS Information Corner

Don’t forget!!  If you need help in us-
ing MsOffice 2007: call your Champion in 
your division\area!!  

A helpful tool is the Microsoft Interac-
tive Training, under your all programs 
menu, on your computer.  Within the 
Interactive Training for Word, Excel, 
Access, or Powerpoint;  click on the se-
lection you normally would in Msoffice 
2000, and it will automatically walk you 
through the “how to” for Msoffice 2007!! 

Another helpful hint:
If you click on the file folder in the task 

bar at the bottom left of your computer 
desktop, next to your Internet Explorer 
icon; you will be able to see your drives, 
libraries, documents, my documents and 
other file areas easily.

 

 Click Here
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The level of charitable giv-
ing by MoDOT employees in 
the midst of a recession is truly 
remarkable. 

Stephen R. Miller
MHTHC

Thanks for setting the ex-
ample in such a very positive 
demonstration of caring and 
GIVING. . . . . .

CONGRATULATIONS!   
Duane S. Michie
MHTHC

Congratulations to all.  What a 
great performance!  

Rudy Farber
Vice Chair MHTHC
 

 The spirit of giving is alive and well at MoDOT. For the third year in a row, 
MoDOT was the top state agency in giving to the annual Missouri State Employ-
ees Charitable Campaign – and this year with the highest total donation ever!

According to Office of Administration Commissioner Kelvin Simmons, Mo-
DOT’s contribution of $217,614 makes it the first state agency to surpass the 
$200,000 mark in the 25-year history of the campaign.   

While MoDOT ranks fourth in employment among state agencies, its employ-
ees made up 23 percent of the total pledges made statewide.

Overall, Missouri state employees broke last year’s record contributions by 
raising more than $1.25 million for local, state and national non-profit orga-
nizations.  More than 1,100 charities received pledges from state employees 
through the campaign this year.

Team MoDOT,

This past fall, MoDOT employees began working toward a goal 
of raising $210,000 for the 2010 Missouri State Employee’s Chari-
table Campaign. This goal was chosen because of the tremen-
dous need we see across the state and in our own communities.

I’m so excited that we have not only met that goal, but ex-
ceeded it! Together, we are donating more than $217,000 to the 
charitable campaign. For the third year in a row, MoDOT is the top 
contributing state agency, and the first one to surpass $200,000 in 
donations in the 25-year history of the campaign!

Your generosity is amazing, and your work as a team will ben-
efit more than 1,100 charities and the people they serve.

Thank you so much to everyone who donated to this campaign, and to those who 
coordinated creative fundraising events throughout the state. Your generosity contin-
ues to prove that when MoDOT employees pull together as a team, fantastic things 
happen. 

Pete

Pete Rahn
MoDOT Director

From the Director

MoDOT Employees Make Highest Total Donation 
Ever to State Charitable Campaign From the Missouri

Highways and 
Transportation 

Commissioners:

http://wwwi/intranet/d4/OperationsBlog.htm

New Operations Blog Available for D4 Employees
It is important that all employees have the opportunity to voice their opinions and concerns, make suggestions and/or ask 

questions.  Now, there is another way in which to make your voice heard in addition to learning about the latest in operations 
news. Visit the newest addition to the D4 intranet site, the D4 Operations Blog. 

By visiting this site, employees will have the opportunity to leave comments anonymously and offer suggestions.  Each person 
can visit with Chris Redline, Assistant District Engineer Operations. Make your voice heard today by visiting 
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Mailbag

D4 has been valiant through the snow and ice fighting efforts. This has been recognized not only in our area, but 
across the state. Please see the many notes of “thank you” and appreciation below. 

Many thanks to the hardworking crews who worked hard over the Christmas holiday to keep our roads drivable!

“Tell everyone that worked snow removal over the Holiday, thank you, they are appreciated very much for their sacrifice.  Let 
them know that we were praying for their safety and time separated from their families.  

As I drove home from Springfield MO. during the holiday weekend, I saw many snow plows working away. I made it home 
safely to KC and I want to thank all of the workers for trying to make our roads safe.  THANK YOU.  I prayed to get home safe 
and sound and I made it, thanks to all of you working so hard.

Thank you!!!!!!!!!
Patty                                                                                      

“I want to thank all of you who cleared the streets during the holiday. I wish a white Christmas didn’t mean you had be away 
from your families. I hope you find your job rewarding, knowing you put our safety first. Thank you so very much. God Bless you. 
I also thank your families for sacrificing time with you. May you be blessed this Christmas and find joy in every moment.”

I seems that everyone is quick to criticize MoDOT; however, all of your guys have done an outstanding job clearing the State 
maintained streets throughout Independence, (24 Hwy, 78 Hwy/23rd St., 291, 40 Hwy etc.). Especially since this was done dur-
ing the holiday weekend, your people gave up a lot to get the job done. This allowed not only IPL to function, but all of the other 
emergency crews and even the public to get around safely. Great Job! 

From KCP&L 

I’d just like to pass along my deepest gratitude for a great job the work crews did over the holiday weekend plowing snow and 
trying to keep the roads in good traveling condition.

My family and I were in the Kansas City area when all the ice, snow, and blizzard like conditions hit the area.  Although the 
crews were fighting an up-hill battle, they did a great job especially in light of the blizzard like conditions that made visibility dif-
ficult and travel very dangerous.    

Not only were they fighting against the hazardous conditions, they also had to do this on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and 
following while most of us were out of the weather and with our families.  

I would like to commend everyone who was out in those terrible conditions servicing public, and ensuring safe travel over the 
holidays.  Thank you and the crews for your dedication and the sacrifices that were made to keep our highways in a safe travel-
ing condition.  

Bill Rogers, CFE
Director of Audits and Investigations, MoDOT

I would like you to pass along to your plow driver crews my THANK YOU for all the work and their sacrifice over the Christmas 
holiday.  I realize they gave up their time at home with family to clear the roads for people like me - who also had to work.  I am 
amazed at how clean they got our roads and how safe it became to drive as they toiled over the holiday.  12 hour shifts does not 
tell the whole story and I know it.  They are truly a group of talented and dedicated individuals and I THANK YOU for all you did 
for me and my fellow driving Missourians.  I work 2 jobs and because of their skill in clearing the roads, I was able to make it to 
both jobs ON TIME and SAFELY.

Please tell them or some kind of way let them know how much I appreciate all their work and sacrifice.
Thanks again!!  You all are AWESOME!!!
Arlene Wilshusen
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Pay stubs will now only be 
available electronically. 

To access your electronic check stub 
go to https://medlife.modot.mo.gov.  
Use the MoDOT/MSHP EmpID on your 
MoDOT Coventry insurance card as your 
User ID and the last 4 digits of your so-
cial security number as your password.

If you do not have MoDOT insurance, 
you should have received an Estub info 
card with your User ID on the card.  Con-
tact your payroll representative if you do 
not know your User ID.

Review your electronic check stub 
regularly to make sure your pay, deduc-
tions and leave balances are correct.

Your net pay changes if your salary or 
deductions (health insurance, Cafeteria 
Plan, deferred comp, etc.) change.  Make 
sure the amounts are right!

Health insurance premiums increased 
for 2010.  The new premium was deduct-
ed on the Dec. 15 paycheck.

Check to make sure the address on 
your electronic check stub is correct.  
W-2s will still be mailed to your home 
address.  Make sure the address is up to 
date to avoid delays in delivery.

MOre MoDOT News

Exclusive Video Showcases 
MoDOT’s kcICON Design-Build 
Project 

Ready, set, action! A new, made-for-
television video produced by MoDOT 
takes viewers behind the scenes of the 
$245 million Interstate 29/35 design-build 
project being constructed in the heart of 
Kansas City through July 2011. 

The video is available via MoDOT’s 
FTP site (hit refresh button if file does not 
immediately appear), and may be used in 
its entirety, for B-roll or sound bites: 

ftp://ftp.modot.org/CRmedia/News%20
Stories/kcICON%20Dec.%202009/ 

Additional information is available on 
the project’s Web site: www.kcicon.com 
or by searching “kcICON Project” on 
facebook.com.

At our recent District Tracker 
meeting we discussed that our utility 
usage is creeping backup and we are 
currently using 25% more power this year 
than last.  We want everyone to work in 
a comfortable work environment but we 
also know that we can continue to be 
conscience about our power use. 

For everyone:
• Power down your computers nightly 

unless specifically requested to leave 
them on by District 4 Information Sys-
tems.

• Turn off lights, video conferencing 
equipment and projectors when not in 
use.

• Be sure all incandescent bulbs are 
switched over to Compact Fluorescent 
Lights (CFL’s)

For those in office facilities:
• Close blinds at night to create a “triple 

pane” window.  You will be amazed at 
how much warmer your work area is in 
the morning when you return to work.

• Close doors that may be pushed 
open by the wind or someone making a 
delivery.

For those in field facilities:
• Minimize how often the overhead 

doors are opened and closed.
• Unless employees are actually work-

ing in the vehicle bays on items such as 
equipment repair or oil changes, try to 
keep the temperature of the vehicle bays 
of a building at or below 60 degrees.

Crews across D4 have been working diligently  to keep our 
roads clear over the past several weeks. 12-hour shifts that 
seemed endless maintaining a safe roadway have been greatly 
appreciated by the many motorists driving these roads.  Here 
are some photos that depict the challenge that our crews in the 
northland had faced during the last storm. 


