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MEETINGS/TRAINING

Thursday, May 4
Resident Engineers, 8:30-11:30 a.m., Room 255 
Maintenance Team, 9-11:30 a.m., Room 136E

Tuesday, May 9
I-29/I-35 Draft EIS, 4-7 p.m., North Kansas 
City Community Center, 1999 Iron Street, NKC.

Wednesday, May 10
Missouri Highways & Transportation Commission, 
Jefferson City

Thursday, May 11
Directional Team, 12-2 p.m., boardroom

I-29/I-35 Draft EIS, 4-7 p.m., Garrison Commu-
nity Center, 1124 E. 5th St., Kansas City, Mo.

Tuesday, May 16
Stock Area Team, 8-10 a.m., 87th Street facility
Munck Area Team, 8:30-11:30 a.m., Nashua 
project office

Wednesday, May 17, Room 236E
Job Status, District 1, 8-9:30 a.m., videoconf.
Job Status, Group 4, 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Job Status, Group 2, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Job Status, Group 3, 12:30-1:30 p.m.
Job Status, Group 1, 1:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m.

Thursday, May 18
Management Team, 9-11 a.m., boardroom

Monday, May 22
Lamson Area Team, 9-11:30 a.m., Clinton

Tuesday, May 23
I-70/Noland Road public meeting, 4-7 p.m., 
Truman High School cafeteria, 3301 S. Noland 
Rd., Independence, Mo.

Thursday, May 25
Route 45 public meeting, Platte County Com-
munity Center, 8875 Clark Ave., Parkville, Mo.

EVENTS

Thursday, May 4
Employee Appreciation Day luncheon, District 
Garage, 11:00 a.m.

Monday, May 8
President Truman’s Birthday - state offices closed

Monday, May 29
Memorial Day - state offices closed

Riverside, MoDOT Break Ground for I-635 Interchange
by Jennifer Benefield
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About 100 Lafayette countians gathered April 23 to dedicate the Show-Me Santa Fe Trail 
Scenic Byway (Route 24 from Route 65, Lafayette/Saline County line to Route 224).
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MoDOT Assistant District Engineer Linda Clark, 
former Riverside mayor Betty Burch, and U.S. Senator 
Kit Bond (l-r) break ground April 18 on a full-diamond 
interchange at Interstate 635 and Van de Populier 
Street in Riverside, Mo.continued on page 2

About 200 Platte Countians 
braved record-breaking heat 

April 18 to mark the start of con-
struction of a $15 million full-dia-
mond interchange at Interstate 635 
and Van de Populier Street.
 U.S. Senator Kit Bond, who se-
cured $5 million in funding for the 
interchange in the 2005 Transporta-
tion Appropriations bill, attended 
the event and praised former River-
side Mayor Betty Burch for seeing 
the project through from concept 
to construction.  He recalled that 
as Missouri Governor, he witnessed 
time and again the positive correla-
tion between good transportation 
infrastructure and the economic 
vitality of a region.
 “The Riverside area has battled 
seemingly insurmountable chal-
lenges to economic development, 
including good flood protection 
and a lack of accessibility from 



Corporate Ladder
Welcome to District 4
Crew worker Derek Ayler
Assistant construction technician Chad 
Hessenflow, Bradley Street
Senior constructon technician Karl Otto

Promoted
Senior crew worker Diana Gough
Permit supervisor Vernon Koch
Senior signal and lighting electrician Ray 
Mercer
Intermediate crew worker Kobby Miller, James 
Smith

I-635 Interchange
continued from page 1

other areas,” said Bond.  “We are putting those 
obstacles behind us.  With the new levy and 
the new interchange, we will complete the in-
frastructure needed to spur economic develop-
ment and job creation.”
 MoDOT will administer the funds and over-
see construction of the project.
 “We are pleased to help deliver this project,” 
said MoDOT Assistant District Engineer Linda 
Clark.  “Our highway system will gain a new 
interchange, and motorists will have full access 
to the Riverside Horizons project.”
 There will be some temporary lane closures, 
but Interstate 635 will remain open to both 
directions of traffic during construction.  The 
project is scheduled for completion in Fall 2007.
 In addition to the new interchange, the 
north- and southbound lanes, shoulders and 

ramps of Interstate 635 from Interstate 29 to the 
Missouri River Bridge will be resurfaced as part 
of the Smooth Roads Initiative made possible 
by Amendment 3 dollars.  At least one lane of 
traffic will remain open at all times until resur-
facing is complete in December 2006.
 An $80 million Missouri River levee project, 
completed in May 2005, opened up 900 acres 
for industrial, retail and commercial develop-
ment between Route 9 and Interstate 635 – po-
tentially the largest Kansas City development 
project since the Kansas City International 
Airport.
 The Interstate 635/Horizons Parkway 
interchange, funded by the City of Riverside 
and federal dollars, will increase mobility and 
provide for the efficient movement of goods 
and truck traffic through the area.

District Engineer Beth Wright (left) 
congratulates Harrisonville Senior Crew 
Worker Nancy Baker on a safe year and 
her $50 bonus.
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continued on page 3

Snap Safety Belts, or Crackle and Pop in a Rollover
by Steve Porter

KCPT and WDAF videographers tape a 
demonstration of the rollover simulator as a 
dummy is partially ejected from the driver’s 
side of the cab.
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If you don’t know that buckling up in your 
truck greatly increases your chances to live 

in a rollover accident, you’ll be getting the 
message over and over in the next few weeks.
 The National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration is joining state and local law 
enforcement and highway safety partners 
from Missouri, Kansas, Iowa and Nebraska 
to get the “Buckle Up in Your Truck” mes-
sage out to the pickup driving crowd.  Over 
the waning weeks of spring, the message 
will be aired on radio and television, ham-
mered home through enforcement efforts 
and publicity drives through local media.
 In the Kansas City area, MoDOT and 
KDOT officials joined Kansas and Missouri 
Highway Patrol and local officers from 
both sides of the state line to kick off the 
regional campaign aimed at increasing safety 
belt use.  The kickoff event at Broome Chev-
rolet dealership in south Kansas City included 
NHTSA Regional Administrator Romell Cooks, 
MoDOT Director of System Management Don 
Hillis, Pete Bodyk of KDOT, Col. Bill Seck of 
the Kansas Highway Patrol, Major Dale Penn 
of the Missouri State Highway Patrol, Chief 
Ellen Hansen of the Lenexa Police Department, 
Sheriff Tom Phillips of the Jackson County 
Sheriff’s Department, and Paul Broome, owner 
of Broome Chevrolet.
 The local affiliates for NBC (KSHB 41), Fox 
(WDAF 4) and PBS (KCPT 19) television sta-
tions, and newspaper reporters were on hand 
to hear the message that fastened safety belts 

can reduce fatalities in pickup truck collisions 
by 60 percent.  Last year pickup truck drivers 
buckled their safety belts only about 66 percent 
of the time, compared to nearly 80 percent in 
passenger cars and 82 percent in vans and SUVs.  
 To demonstrate the dangers of not fasten-
ing safety belts in pickups, Sgt. John Hotz of 
the Missouri State Highway Patrol operated a 
rollover simulator in which dummies belted in 
were safe, but when the belts were unbuckled, 
they flew out windows and were thrown into 
the path of the rolling truck cab.  Hotz pointed 
out that even when a person is partially ejected 
from a vehicle, they often die when pinned 
between the rolling cab and the ground.

Baby, Baby, Baby! congratulations to Senior 
Signal Electrian Ed Vaughn and his wife, 
Karen, and District Pavement Management 
Specialist Ryan Brown and his wife, 
Emigene, and District Utilities Engineer 
Marisela Ward, and her husband, Scott.
  Mateo Edward Vaughn was born April 12 
at 6:19 a.m.  He weighed 8 lbs. 15 oz and 
was 20.5 inches long.
 Turner Matthew Brown was born April 19 
at 2:07 a.m.  He weighed 7 lbs. 6 oz and 
was 20 inches long.
 Haley Sophia Ward was born Friday, April 
21 at 5:54 p.m.  She weighed 8 lbs. 2 oz and 
was 19.5 inches long.

 Bonus Bucks: congratulations to 
Harrisonville Senior Crew Worker Nancy 
Baker, Higginsville Assistant Maintenance 
Supervisor Leslie Miller, Signal and Lighting 
Electrician Robert Carter, Construction 
Inspector Bill Chappell (Nashua), and 
Survey Party Chief Derrick Taylor.  Each was 
randomly selected from approximately 400 
eligible employees to receive a $50 safety 
bonus.  To be eligible you must be a full-time 
employee and not had an incident that caused 
an injury or to damage to MoDOT or anyone’s 



 The following e-mail was received April 6 
from Ms. Brummett of Lee’s Summit:

 I just wanted to let MoDOT know what a 
great job I think they are doing on the South 
Kansas City Triangle project.  I drive through 
the Triangle every day and am amazed how 
well planned the various stages of the project 
have been with minimal disruption to traffic.  
Great work!

Community Liaison A.J. 
Byrd shared the following 
message in an April 10 
e-mail:

Iron Workers Business 
Agent Mike Bright 

complimented D4 Maintenance before a 
task force composed of Paseo West business 
owners, Kansas City officials including Mayor 
Barnes’ representative, Kansas City Park Board 
officials, homeless care providers, University 
of Missouri - Kansas City staff and others at a 
public meeting sponsored by Kansas City Parks 
& Recreation.  Bright said he was pleased with 
MoDOT’s timely response to a broken fence 
at the 10th Street north ramp to I-29 north/ 
I-70 west.  He stated the fence was repaired 
and trash cleared within two days and he 
was deeply impressed with the response and 
the timeliness.  He wanted to be sure that all 
parties, including the line staff that made the 
repairs, be clear about the Iron Workers’ Union 
appreciation.

The Mail Bag

econnections sources
Construction Bev Chrisco, 6341

Design Flo Noear, 0455

Regional Counsel LeAnn Francis, 6382

Administration Judy Magruder, 6309

General Services Toni Terry, 0050

Human Resources Belinda Fite, 6321

Materials Shana Blaylock, 6525

Right of Way Melbra Taylor, 6351

Traffic Dawn Phillips, 0401

Editor Jennifer Benefield, 6328

The year 2006 
will mark the 50th 
anniversary of the 
federal law that 
brought America its 
unparalleled Interstate 
Highway System.

To celebrate, the 
American Associa-

tion of State Highway and Transportation 
Officials (AASHTO) and its member 
departments will retrace, in reverse, the 
1919 military cross-country convoy, which 
began in Washington, D.C. and crossed 
eleven states.

The convoy will make its way through 
District 4 in June.  For more information, 
visit www.interstate50th.org.

News
continued from page 2

Motorist Assist Operator 
Joseph Jones explains 
his job to students 
during Highland Park 
Elementary School’s 
Transportation Week.
Mechanic Supervisor 
Marc Meador, Senior 
Crew Worker Steve 
Cobb, Crew Worker 
Brian Terrell and 
Senior General Service 
Technician Lori Coulter 
also particpated in the 
April 18 event.
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property or have received 
a written warning for a 
safety violation for a full 
year.

I-70 Work Zone Map: 
A new map featuring 
information about 18 
work zones along I-70 
is now available.  The 
map details whether 
work will happen during 
the day or night; where 
projects are located; what 
types of improvements 
are being made; and 
expected completion 

dates.  The I-70 map is available on line at 
http://www.modot.org/workzones/documents/
I-70WorkzoneMap06.pdf, or contact 
Community Relations for a printed copy.

2007 Budget Bills:  the 2007 legislative budget 
is headed to conference between House 
and Senate budget leaders to work out their 
differences.  The Senate passed its version of 
an annual budget in record time, which will 
allow more time for the conferees to address 
any major spending issues.  One issue both 
chambers agreed upon was a 4 percent pay 
raise for all state employees.  By constitution, 
the budget must be completed and approved 
by May 5. 

 Blood Drive: a blood drive to benefit the 
American Red Cross will be held Wednesday, 
May 17 from 9 a.m . to 1 p.m. in Room 136.  
To donate, please call or e-mail Susan Barry: 
816-622-0425 or Susan.Barry@modot.mo.gov

 Benevolent Fund: Sept. 11 marks the date for 

the 10-33 Benevolent Fund Golf Tournament at 
Columbia Country Club.  The Missouri 10-33 
Benevolent Fund is a public charity that assists 
families of public service personnel, including 
highway workers, who have died in the line 
of duty.  The tournament is a four-person 
scramble.  Last year the cost was $400 per 
team ($240 to the 10-33 Benevolent Fund and 
$160 to the Columbia Country Club).  The cost 
included golf, cart, refreshments and prizes as 
well as lunch and dinner.  To sign up, call or e-
mail Don Hillis: 573-751-2976 or Don.Hillis@
modot.mo.gov.

 Attention shutterbugs: Transportation 
Planning is looking for a photograph to be 
used on the front panel of the new 2007-2008 
Missouri State Highway Map (3.5 million will 
be printed).  MoDOT employees may submit 
up to three entries (digital or print) by 4 p.m. 
June 26 to Arnold Williams, Transportation 
Planning, Jefferson City.  Questions: call 573-
751-7012 or e-mail: Arnold.Williams@modot.
mo.gov.



Assistant Maintenance Supervisor 
Bill Shenkner receives the Above and 
Beyond Award.
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Shenkner Goes Above and Beyond
by Steve Porter

Bill Shenkner is there when he’s needed 
most, and willing to give far more than 

anyone should expect a fellow worker to provide.
 That’s why Shenkner, assistant maintenance 
superintendent in Platte City, is the latest 
recipient of District 4’s Above and Beyond trav-
eling trophy.  The honor is awarded to someone 
who finds a way to take on far more than is 
expected in the daily work load.  It may stay 
with Shenkner for a week, a month or longer, 
then go to the next person in the District who 
has done something so extraordinary that a co-
worker has noticed and submitted a nomina-
tion to their supervisor.
 Shenkner stood in a couple of years ago 
when his supervisor, Wayne Frogge, became 
ill with cancer.  Shenkner took on Frogge’s 
responsibilities and carried those tasks for 
months at a time.  His willingness to learn 
new duties while performing all his previous 
responsibilities was never taken for granted by 
co-workers.
 “I had help from all the supervisors in Platte 
County, and all the girls in the District Office,” 
Shenkner said.  “I went from the fat right into 

the fire.”
 Wayne Frogge lost his fight with cancer, 
and Shenkner helped the family through that 
difficult time.  It wouldn’t be the last sad period 
to visit the MoDOT families, particularly those 
surrounding Shenkner.
 Not long after, Motorist Assist Operator Julie 
Love, wife of Maintenance Supervisor Sam 
Love, was killed while on duty.  Sam, who had 
been promoted to Frogge’s position, needed 
Shenkner to again step in to supervise. 
 And when life began settling back to routine, 
all MoDOT employees were greeted with a 
substantial increase in workload by way of the 
Smooth Roads Initiative.  Shenkner was back-
hoe operator for the concrete crew performing 
joint repairs on SRI jobs and also was the main 
operator on the chip spreader for the chip-and-
seal jobs in Clay and Platte counties.  This year 
he stays busy, volunteering to be the supervisor 
for north area chip-and-seal jobs. 
 In the 24 years Shenkner has worked for Mo-
DOT, the Platte County native has worked out 
of Platte City’s maintenance building.  He lives 
in Beverly, in the home in which he was raised.

Take Our Children to Work Day
April 27, 2006

District Office Services Supervisor Melbra 
Taylor and daughter Moncherie Mack show 
off Right of Way’s display.

Construction and Materials took the top 
prize for “Best Poster.”

Warrensburg Maintenance Worker Anita 
Jurgensen helps her grandson, Chance Ehrsan, 
construct a bridge using straws and paper 
clips.

Allysson Gangé (left) spends the day 
assisting mom, Executive Assistant Amy 
Gagné, with her work.

Materials Technician Gregory Copeland and 
his niece, Aubrie Milligan, build a bridge 
using popsicle sticks and glue as nephew 
Eddie Dorbignit watches.

Photos: Jennifer Benefield
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Smooth Roads Initiative
490 centerline miles of the Kansas City Area’s busiest roadways in good condition by
December 2006

Progress to Date

Signs

Square Feet

250,000

208,334

166,668

125,002

83,336

41,670

Ultrathin-bonded wearing surface

Square Yards

329,602

274,668

219,734

164,800

109,866

54,932
0 sq. yds.

10 miles

68,993
sq. ft.

90 miles

42,717
sq. yds.

400,000
 tons
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Smooth Roads Initiative
490 centerline miles of the Kansas City Area’s busiest roadways in good condition by
December 2006

Progress to Date

Projects designed

Diamond grinding

Square Yards

388,030

323,359

258,688

194,017

129,346

64,675
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Clear zones cleared

428
miles

48
projects

491,000
sq. yds.

COMPLETE


