Looking Back to 1987

Missouri’s Adopt-A-Highway program began 20 years ago this Fall in 1987. Just as you walk along your roadsides picking up trash, we’re taking a walk down memory lane to pick up some interesting trivia from 20 years ago. See if these facts wax you a little nostalgic.

Highlights of 1987 in the United States of America

President: Ronald W. Reagan
Vice President: George Bush
Population: 242,288,918
Life expectancy: 74.9 years

Median Household Income (current dollars):  $26,061 
Cost of a first-class stamp:   $0.22
Music 

Record of the Year: "Higher Love," Steve Winwood
Album of the Year: Graceland, Paul Simon (Warner Bros.)
Song of the Year: "That's What Friends Are For," Burt Bacharach and Carole Bayer Sager, songwriters

Films

Top-grossing Films: 3 Men and A Baby, Fatal Attraction

Best Picture at the Academy Awards: The Last Emporer

Oscar: Platoon

Television

· The Fox Television Network started.

· Star Trek: Next Generation, thirtysomething, Full House, Matlock, and The Bold and The Beautiful all debut in 1987.

· Nintendo released The Legend of Zelda, the first of one of their longest-running and most popular series of video games.
Books

· Tom Clancy published Patriot Games, Stephen King published Misery, Toni Morrison published Beloved, Tom Wolfe published Bonfire of the Vanities and Scott Turow published Presumed Innocent.
Sports

· The New York Giants beat the Denver Broncos in Super Bowl XXI
· Los Angeles Lakers beat the Boston Celtics in the NBA Finals

· The Minnesota Twins beat the St. Louis Cardinals in the World Series

· Whiteman Air Force Base in Knob Knoster was designated in 1987 as the home of the B-2 Stealth Bomber unit.
News

· Iraqi missiles kill 37 in attack on US frigate Stark in Persian Gulf (May 17); Iraqi president Hussein apologizes (May 18).
· Prime Minister Thatcher wins rare third term in Britain (June 11).
· Ann K. Covington became the first woman appointed to the Missouri Supreme Court.

· Oliver North, Jr., tells Congressional inquiry higher officials approved his secret Iran-Contra operations (July 7–10).
· Reagan says Iran arms-Contra policy went astray and accepts responsibility (Aug. 12).
Missouri

· John Ashcroft was Governor of Missouri.

· Adopt-A-Highway began in Missouri; one of the first to begin the program

· The fiddle became the Missouri’s official musical instrument on July 17, 1987.

